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particular and immediate need to assist the
poorest and most vulnerable to adapt to such
effects. Not only are they most affected but
they have contributed the least to the build up
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Fur-
ther support will need to be mobilized, should
be based on need, and will include resources
additional to existing financial assistance. We
will work together to develop, disseminate,
and transfer, as appropriate, technologies that
advance adaptation efforts.

3. We are establishing a Global Partnership
to drive transformational low-carbon, climate-
friendly technologies. We will dramatically in-
crease and coordinate public sector invest-
ments in research, development, and demon-
stration of these technologies, with a view to
doubling such investments by 2015, while rec-
ognizing the importance of private investment,
public-private partnerships and international
cooperation, including regional innovation
centers. Drawing on global best practice poli-
cies, we undertake to remove barriers, estab-
lish incentives, enhance capacity-building, and
implement appropriate measures to aggres-
sively accelerate deployment and transfer of
key existing and new low-carbon technologies,
in accordance with national circumstances.
We welcome the leadership of individual
countries to spearhead efforts among interest-
ed countries to advance actions on technolo-
gies such as energy efficiency; solar energy;
smart grids; carbon capture, use, and storage;
advanced vehicles; high-efficiency and lower-
emissions coal technologies; bio-energy; and
other clean technologies. Lead countries will
report by November 15, 2009, on action plans
and roadmaps, and make recommendations
for further progress. We will consider ideas for
appropriate approaches and arrangements to
promote technology development, deploy-
ment, and transfer.

4. Financial resources for mitigation and ad-
aptation will need to be scaled up urgently and
substantially and should involve mobilizing re-
sources to support developing countries. Fi-
nancing to address climate change will derive
from multiple sources, including both public
and private funds and carbon markets. Addi-
tional investment in developing countries
should be mobilized, including by creating in-
centives for and removing barriers to funding
flows. Greater predictability of international
support should be promoted. Financing of
supported actions should be measurable, re-
portable, and verifiable. The expertise of exist-
ing institutions should be drawn upon, and
such institutions should work in an inclusive
way and should be made more responsive to
developing country needs. Climate financing
should complement efforts to promote devel-
opment in accordance with national priorities
and may include both program-based and
project-based approaches. The governance of
mechanisms disbursing funds should be trans-
parent, fair, effective, efficient, and reflect bal-
anced representation. Accountability in the
use of resources should be ensured. An ar-
rangement to match diverse funding needs
and resources should be created, and utilize
where appropriate, public and private exper-
tise. We agreed to further consider proposals
for the establishment of international funding
arrangements, including the proposal by Mexi-
co for a Green Fund.

5. Our countries will continue to work to-
gether constructively to strengthen the world’s
ability to combat climate change, including
through the Major Economies Forum on En-
ergy and Climate. In particular, our countries
will continue meeting throughout the balance
of this year in order to facilitate agreement in
Copenhagen.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this declaration.

The President’s News Conference in L’Aquila, Italy
July 10, 2009

The President. Thank you. Please, every-
body have a seat. I apologize for being a little

bit late. Good afternoon. We have just con-
cluded the final session of what has been a
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highly productive summit here in L’Aquila. And
before I discuss what we’ve achieved these past
3 days, I’d like to take a moment to express my
thanks to Prime Minister Berlusconi, his staff,
the people of Italy for their extraordinary hospi-
tality and hard work in setting up this summit.
And particularly, I want to thank the people of
L’Aquila for welcoming us to your home at this
difficult time. We’ve seen how you’ve come to-
gether and taken care of each other, and we’ve
been moved by your courage and your resil-
ience and your kindness.

I’m confident that L’Aquila will be rebuilt, its
splendor will be restored, and its people will
serve as an example for all of us in how people
can rise up from tragedy and begin anew. And
we will keep this place and its people in our
prayers and our thoughts in the months and
years ahead.

We’ve come to L’Aquila for a very simple
reason: Because the challenges of our time
threaten the peace and prosperity of every sin-
gle nation, and no one nation can meet these
challenges alone. The threat of climate change
can’t be contained by borders on a map, and the
theft of loose nuclear materials could lead to
the extermination of any city on Earth. Reckless
actions by a few have fueled a recession that
spans the globe, and rising food prices means
that 100 million of our fellow citizens are ex-
pected to fall into desperate poverty.

So right now, at this defining moment, we
face a choice: We can either shape our future or
let events shape it for us. We can let the stale
debates and old disagreements of the past di-
vide us, or we can recognize our shared inter-
ests and shared aspirations and work together to
create a safer and cleaner and more prosperous
world for future generations. I believe it’s clear
from our progress these past few days the path
that we must choose.

This gathering has included not just leaders
of the G–8, but leaders from more than 25 na-
tions, as well as representatives from major in-
ternational organizations such as the U.N.,
IMF, WTO, and others. And after weeks of
preparation and 3 days of candid and spirited
discussions, we’ve agreed to take significant
measures to address some of the most pressing

threats facing our environment, our global
economy, and our international security.

Let me outline what I believe have been the
most significant items that emerged from L’Aq-
uila. First, there was widespread consensus that
we must all continue our work to restore eco-
nomic growth and reform our national and in-
ternational financial regulatory systems. I’m
pleased that the United States has taken the
lead on this reform at home, with a sweeping
overhaul of our regulatory system, a transforma-
tion on a scale that we have not seen since the
aftermath of the Great Depression.

But while our markets are improving and we
appear to have averted global collapse, we know
that too many people are still struggling. So we
agree that full recovery is still a ways off; that it
would be premature to begin winding down our
stimulus plans; and that we must sustain our
support for those plans to lay the foundation for
a strong and lasting recovery. We also agreed
that it’s equally important that we return to fis-
cal sustainability in the midterm after the recov-
ery is completed.

Second, we agreed to historic measures that
will help stop the spread of nuclear weapons
and move us closer to the long-term goal of a
world without nuclear weapons. In Prague, I
laid out a comprehensive strategy to advance
global security by pursuing that goal. In Mos-
cow, President Medvedev and I agreed to sub-
stantially reduce our warheads and delivery sys-
tems in a treaty that will be completed later this
year.

And this week, the leaders of the G–8 nations
embraced the strategy I outlined in Prague,
which includes measures to strengthen the
Non-Proliferation Treaty, to encourage nations
to meet their arms control, disarmament, and
nonproliferation commitments, and to secure
nuclear weapons and vulnerable nuclear mate-
rials so they don’t fall into the hands of terror-
ists.

I also invited leaders from the broader group
of nations here to attend a global nuclear sum-
mit that I will host in Washington in March of
next year, where we will discuss steps we can
take to secure loose nuclear materials, combat
smuggling, and deter, detect, and disrupt at-
tempts at nuclear terrorism.
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Now, we face a real-time challenge on nu-
clear proliferation in Iran. And at this summit,
the G–8 nations came together to issue a
strong statement calling on Iran to fulfill its re-
sponsibilities to the international community
without further delay. We remain seriously
concerned about the appalling events sur-
rounding the Presidential election. And we’re
deeply troubled by the proliferation risks
Iran’s nuclear program poses to the world.

We’ve offered Iran a path towards assuming
its rightful place in the world, but with that
right comes responsibilities. And we hope Iran
will make the choice to fulfill them, and we
will take stock of Iran’s progress when we see
each other this September at the G–20 meet-
ing.

Third, we took groundbreaking steps for-
ward to address the threat of climate change in
our time. The G–8 nations agreed that by
2050, we’ll reduce our emissions by 80 per-
cent, and that we’ll work with all nations to cut
global emissions in half. And 17 of the world’s
leading economies, both developed and devel-
oping nations alike, made unprecedented
commitments to reduce their emissions and
made significant progress on finance, adapta-
tion, and technology issues.

In the United States, we’ve already passed
legislation in the House of Representatives
that puts us on track to meeting this 80 per-
cent goal. And we made historic clean energy
investments in our stimulus, as well as setting
aside—setting new fuel efficiency standards to
increase mileage and decrease pollution, be-
cause we believe that the nation that can build
a 21st-century clean energy economy is the na-
tion that will lead the 21st-century global
economy.

We did not reach agreement on every issue,
and we still have much work ahead on climate
change, but these achievements are highly
meaningful, and they’ll generate significant
momentum as we head into the talks at Co-
penhagen and beyond.

Finally, we have committed to investing $20
billion in food security—agricultural develop-
ment programs to help fight world hunger.
This is in addition to the emergency humani-
tarian aid that we provide. And I should just

note that going into the meeting, we had
agreed to 15 billion; we exceeded that mark
and obtained an additional $5 billion of hard
commitments. 

We do not view this assistance as an end in
itself. We believe that the purpose of aid must
be to create the conditions where it’s no longer
needed, to help people become self-sufficient,
provide for their families, and lift their stan-
dards of living. And that’s why I proposed a
new approach to this issue, one endorsed by all
the leaders here, a coordinated effort to sup-
port comprehensive plans created by the
countries themselves, with help from multilat-
eral institutions like the World Bank when ap-
propriate, along with significant and sustained
financial commitments from our nations.

I also want to speak briefly about additional
one-on-one meetings I had with leaders here
outside of the G–8 context. These meetings
were tremendously valuable and productive.
We spoke about how we can forge a strong,
coordinated, and effective response to nuclear
proliferation threats from Iran and North Ko-
rea. We also discussed challenges we faced in
managing our economies, steps we can take to-
gether in combating climate change, and other
important matters. And I believe we laid a sol-
id foundation on these issues.

Ultimately, this summit and the work we’ve
done here reflects a recognition that the defin-
ing problems of our time will not be solved
without collective action. No one corner of the
globe can wall itself off from the challenges of
the 21st century or the needs and aspirations
of fellow nations. The only way forward is
through shared and persistent effort to combat
threats to our peace, our prosperity, and our
common humanity wherever they may exist.

None of this will be easy. As we worked this
week to find common ground, we have not
solved all our problems, and we’ve not agreed
on every point. But we’ve shown that it is pos-
sible to move forward and make real and un-
precedented progress together. And I’m confi-
dent we’ll continue to do so in the months and
years ahead.

So with that, let me take a few questions.
I’ve got a list that I’m working off of, and I’m
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going to start with Peter Baker [New York
Times].

Peter.

Combating World Hunger/Government Cor-
ruption on the African Continent/Ghana

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. I’m sorry, your mike

didn’t—is not working there.
Q. Hello? 
The President. Yes.
Q. Yes, that’s better. Thank you, sir.
Mr. President, we were told that you made

your appeal for the food security money during
the meetings personal by citing your family ex-
perience in Kenya, your cousin and so forth. I
wonder if you could relate to us a little bit of
what you said then and talk about what—your
family experience, how that influences your pol-
icies and approach.

The President. What you heard is true, and I
started with this fairly telling point, that when
my father traveled to the United States from
Kenya to study, at that time the per capita in-
come and Gross Domestic Product of Kenya
was higher than South Korea’s. Today, obvious-
ly, South Korea is a highly developed and rela-
tively wealthy country, and Kenya is still strug-
gling with deep poverty in much of the country. 

And the question I asked in the meeting was,
why is that? There had been some talk about
the legacies of colonialism and other policies by
wealthier nations, and without in any way di-
minishing that history, the point I made was
that the South Korean Government, working
with the private sector and civil society, was
able to create a set of institutions that provided
transparency and accountability and efficiency
that allowed for extraordinary economic prog-
ress, and that there was no reason why African
countries could not do the same. And yet in
many African countries, if you want to start a
business or get a job, you still have to pay a
bribe; that there remains too much—there re-
mains a lack of transparency.

And the point that I was trying to underscore
is, is that as we think about this issue of food se-
curity, which is of tremendous importance—I
mean, we’ve got 100 million people who
dropped into further dire poverty as a conse-

quence of this recession; we estimate that a bil-
lion people are hungry around the globe, and so
wealthier nations have a moral obligation as
well as a national security interest in providing
assistance. And we’ve got to meet those respon-
sibilities.

The flip side is, is that countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa and elsewhere in the world that are
suffering from extreme poverty have an obliga-
tion to use the assistance that’s available in a
way that is transparent, accountable, and that
builds on rule of law and other institutional re-
forms that will allow long-term improvement.

There is no reason why Africa cannot be self-
sufficient when it comes to food. It has suffi-
cient arable land. What’s lacking is the right
seeds, the right irrigation, but also the kinds of
institutional mechanisms that ensure that a
farmer is going to be able to grow crops, get
them to market, get a fair price. And so all these
things have to be part of a comprehensive plan,
and that’s what I was trying to underscore dur-
ing the meeting today.

Q. And your own family, sir? 
The President. What’s that?
Q. Your own family?
The President. Well, the point I was making

is—my father traveled to the United States a
mere 50 years ago, and yet now I have family
members who live in villages—they themselves
are not going hungry—but live in villages where
hunger is real. And so this is something that I
understand in very personal terms. And if you
talk to people on the ground in Africa, certainly
in Kenya, they will say that part of the issue
here is the institutions aren’t working for ordi-
nary people. And so governance is a vital con-
cern that has to be addressed.

Now, keep in mind—I want to be very care-
ful—Africa is a continent, not a country, and so
you can’t extrapolate from the experience of
one country. And there are a lot of good things
happening. Part of the reason that we’re travel-
ing to Ghana is because you’ve got there a func-
tioning democracy, a President who’s serious
about reducing corruption, and you’ve seen sig-
nificant economic growth. 

So I don’t want to overly generalize, but I do
want to make the broader point that a govern-
ment that is stable, that is not engaging in tribal
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conflicts, that can give people confidence and
security that their work will be rewarded, that
is investing in its people and their skills and
talents, those countries can succeed, regard-
less of their history. 

All right. Michael Fletcher, the Washington
Post.

Nuclear Arms Reduction

Q. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. President. As
you’ve pushed for an agreement to reduce nu-
clear stockpiles between Russia and the U.S.,
part of your rationale has been that you want
to have the moral authority to then turn to
North Korea and Iran to get them to suspend
their programs. Why will they listen to what
the U.S. and Russia have to say? What would it
matter to them what we do?

The President. Well, I don’t think it matters
so much necessarily that they will listen to the
United States or Russia individually. But it
gives us the capacity, as the two nuclear super-
powers, to make appeals to the broader world
community in a consistent way about the dan-
gers of nuclear proliferation and the need to
reduce that danger and hopefully at some
point in time eliminate it.

So there are countries that have decided not
to pursue nuclear weapons. Brazil, South Afri-
ca, Libya have all made a decision not to pur-
sue nuclear weapons. Now, part of the concept
behind the Non-Proliferation Treaty was
countries could develop peaceful nuclear en-
ergy; they would not pursue nuclear weapons
if they were signatories to the treaty, and in
turn, the United States and Russia would also
significantly reduce their nuclear stockpiles. 

And so part of the goal here is to show that
the U.S. and Russia are going to be fulfilling
their commitments so that other countries feel
that this is an international effort and it’s not
something simply being imposed by the Unit-
ed States or Russia or members of the nuclear
club. And I am confident that we can rebuild a
nonproliferation framework that works for all
countries. And I think it’s important for us to
establish a set of international norms that can
be verified, that can be enforced. And when
we are speaking to Iran or North Korea, it’s
not a matter of singling them out, but it—rath-

er it’s a set of international norms of behavior
that we’re expecting everybody to abide by.
Okay?

Paolo Valentino [Corriere della Sera].

Group of Eight Nations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. It seems that
yesterday morning you had a very spirited and
lively discussion within the—with the G–8-
plus-5-plus-1, ignited by President Lula objec-
tion to the format, to the adequacy of the G–8
as a forum. And, well, I would like—what was
your argument in this discussion and whether
or not you have the feeling that the days of the
G–8 are over?

The President. Yes.
Q. And a very—a second question, but very

light, after 6 months wheeling and dealing
with these international forums—G–20,
NATO, and G–8—do you find it more compli-
cated or less complicated to deal with that
than with the American Congress? [Laughter] 

The President. Well, the—on the second
question, it’s not even close. I mean, Congress
is always tougher. But in terms of the issue of
the G’s and what’s the appropriate internation-
al structure and framework, I have to tell you,
in the discussions I listened more than I spoke,
although what I said privately was the same
thing that I’ve said publicly, which is that there
is no doubt that we have to update and refresh
and renew the international institutions that
were set up in a different time and place.
Some—the United Nations—date back to
post-World War II; others, like the G–8, are
30 years old. And so there’s no sense that those
institutions can adequately capture the enor-
mous changes that have taken place during
those intervening decades. I—what, exactly, is
the right format is a question that I think will
be debated.

One point I did make in the meeting is that
what I’ve noticed is everybody wants the
smallest possible group, smallest possible or-
ganization that includes them. So if they’re the
21st largest nation in the world, then they want
the G–21, and think it’s highly unfair if they’ve
been cut out.

What’s also true is that part of the challenge
here is revitalizing the United Nations, because
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a lot of energy is going into these various sum-
mits and these organizations in part because
there’s a sense that when it comes to big, tough
problems, the U.N. General Assembly is not al-
ways working as effectively and rapidly as it
needs to. So I’m a strong supporter of the U.N.,
and I said so in this meeting, but it has to be re-
formed and revitalized, and this is something
that I’ve said to the Secretary-General.

One thing I think is absolutely true is, is that
for us to think we can somehow deal with some
of these global challenges in the absence of ma-
jor powers, like China, India, and Brazil, seems
to me wrong-headed. So they are going to have
to be included in these conversations. To have
entire continents like Africa or Latin America
not adequately represented in these major in-
ternational forums and decisionmaking bodies
is not going to work.

So I think we’re in a transition period. We’re
trying to find the right shape that combines the
efficiency and capacity for action with inclusive-
ness. And my expectation is, is that over the
next several years, you’ll see an evolution, and
we’ll be able to find the right combination.

The one thing I will be looking forward to is
fewer summit meetings, because, as you said,
I’ve only been in office 6 months now, and
there have been a lot of these. And I think that
there’s a possibility of streamlining them and
making them more effective. The United States
obviously is a absolutely committed partner to
concerted international action, but we need to,
I think, make sure that they’re as productive as
possible. Okay?

Hans Nichols [Bloomberg].

Health Care Reform

Q. Hans had other obligations, sir.
The President. Yes, I notice you’re not Hans.

[Laughter]
Q. Right. Roger Runningen [Bloom-

berg]—we swapped. 
The President. There you go.
Q. Anyway, thank you very much for the

question.
I’d like to return to domestic issues, Mr.

President, health care. The momentum seems
to have slowed a bit. The Senate Finance Com-
mittee is still wrestling with the cost issue. The

Blue Dog Democrats, members of your own
party, yesterday said they had strong reserva-
tions about what’s developing so far. I was just
wondering, when are you going to be jumping
in really full force with this? Do you have any
sweeteners planned? What is your push before
the August recess?

The President. Well, we jumped in with both
feet. Our team is working with Members of
Congress every day on this issue, and it is my
highest legislative priority over the next month.
So I think it’s important just to recognize we are
closer to achieving serious health care reform
that cuts costs, provides coverage to American
families, allows them to keep their doctors and
plans that are working for them.

We’re closer to that significant reform than at
any time in recent history. That doesn’t make it
easy; it’s hard. And we are having a whole series
of constant negotiations. This is not simply a
Democratic versus Republican issue. This is a
House versus Senate issue; this is different
committees that have different priorities.

My job is to make sure that I’ve set some
clear parameters in terms of what I want to
achieve. We have to bend the cost curve on
health care, and there are some very specific
ways of doing that, game changers that incentiv-
ize quality as opposed to quantity, that empha-
size prevention.

There are a whole host of things that I’ve put
on the table that I want to see included. I’ve
said that it’s got to be budget neutral, it’s got to
be deficit neutral, and so whatever bill is pro-
duced has to be paid for, and that creates some
difficulties because people would like to get the
good stuff without paying for it.

And so there are going to be some tough ne-
gotiations in the days and weeks to come, but
I’m confident that we’re going to get it done.
And I think that, appropriately, all of you as re-
porters are reporting on the game. What I’m
trying to keep focused on are the people out in
States all across the country that are getting
hammered by rising premiums. They’re losing
their jobs and suddenly losing their health care.
They are going into debt. Some are going into
bankruptcy, small businesses and large busi-
nesses that are feeling enormous pressure. And
I’m also looking at the Federal budget.
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There’s been a lot of talk about the deficit
and the debt and—from my Republican col-
leagues, you know, why isn’t Obama doing
something about this, ignoring the fact that we
got into the worst recession since the Great
Depression with a $1.3 billion [trillion]* defi-
cit. Fair enough. This is occurring on my
watch.

What cannot be denied is that the only way
to get a handle on our medium- and long-term
budget deficits is if we corral and contain
health care costs. Nobody denies this. And so
my hope is, is that everybody who is talking
about deficit reduction gets serious about re-
ducing the cost of health care and puts some
serious proposals on the table. And I think it’s
going to get done.

It is going to be hard, though, because as I
said, I think, in one of the town hall meetings
that I had, as dissatisfied as Americans may be
with the health care system, as concerned as
they are about the prospects that they may
lose their job or their premiums may keep on
rising, they’re also afraid of the unknown. And
we have a long history in America of scaring
people that they’re going to lose their doctor,
they’re going to lose their health care plans,
they’re going to be stuck with some bureau-
cratic government system that’s not responsive
to their needs. And overcoming that
fear—fear that is often actively promoted by
special interests who profit from the existing
system—is a challenge. 

And so my biggest job, even as my staff is
working on the day-to-day negotiations with
the House and Senate staffs, my biggest job is
to explain to the American people why this is
so important and give them confidence that
we can do better than we’re doing right now.

Q. Sir—[inaudible].
The President. Yes.
Q. Is it pretty much a do-or-die by the Au-

gust recess?
The President. I never believe anything is

do-or-die. But I really want to get it done by
the August recess. [Laughter]

Christi Parsons [Chicago Tribune]—home-
town girl. Is Christi around? 

Q. She’s not here, sir.
The President. Christi’s not here? I’m disap-

pointed. Do we have any members of the for-
eign press here? Yes, I’ll use Christi’s spot
for—just so that you guys have a chance to ask
a question.

State Sovereignty/Humanitarian Intervention

Q. Thank you very much. I’m almost from
hometown——

The President. I’m sorry, I can’t hear you
though. Can somebody make sure the mike is
working?

Q. It’s on?
The President. Yes.
Q. Yes. On this trip, you have been talking

about the state sovereignty as a cornerstone of
international order. How do you reconcile that
with the concept of responsibility to protect,
which used to be the cornerstone for lots of
victims?

The President. I’m sorry, how do I reconcile
that with the responsibility to protect, which
used to be what?

Q. The cornerstone of hope for lots of peo-
ple in postwar concept.

The President. Well, if I understand your
question correctly, on the one hand, we think
that respecting the sovereignties of nation-
states is important. We don’t want stronger na-
tions bullying weaker nations. On the other
hand, where you have nations that are op-
pressing their people, isn’t there an interna-
tional responsibility to intervene? It is a—one
of the most difficult questions in international
affairs. And I don’t think that there is a clean
formula. What I would say is, is that in general,
it’s important for the sovereignty of nations to
be respected and to resolve conflicts between
nations through diplomacy and through inter-
national organizations in trying to set up inter-
national norms that countries want to meet.

There are going to be exceptional circum-
stances in which I think the need for interna-
tional intervention becomes a moral impera-
tive, the most obvious example being in a

 * White House correction.
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situation like Rwanda where genocide has oc-
curred.

And Gordon Brown, during the last session,
told a incredibly powerful story. He—if—and I
may not be getting all the details perfectly right,
but he said he had gone to Rwanda, went to
a—some sort of museum or exhibition that
commemorated the—or marked the tragedy in
Rwanda, and there was a photograph of a 12-
year-old boy, and it gave his name, and that he
loved soccer, and he wanted to be a doctor, and
provided his biography. And the last line on this
exhibit said that right before he and his mother
was killed, he turned to his mother, and he said,
Don’t worry, the United Nations is going to
come save us.”

And that voice has to be heard in internation-
al relations. The threshold at which internation-
al intervention is appropriate, I think, has to be
very high. There has to be a strong international
outrage at what’s taking place.

It’s not always going to be a neat decision,
and there are going to be objections to just
about any decision, because there are some in
the international community who believe that
state sovereignty is sacrosanct, and you never
intervene under any circumstances in some-
body’s internal affairs.

I think rather than focus on hypotheticals,
what my administration wants to do is to build
up international norms, put pressure—econom-
ic, diplomatic, et cetera—on nations that are
not acting in accordance with universal values
towards their citizens, but not hypothesize on
particular circumstances, take each case as it
comes. Okay?

Richard Wolf [USA Today].

Iran

Q. I guess I have to follow on that, Mr. Presi-
dent. Is Iran in that category? And are you dis-
appointed that while you came up with a state-
ment of condemnation from the G–8, you did
not come up with any kind of extra sanctions
having to do with their crackdown on protes-
tors? 

The President. Yes, I have to say, I read, Pe-
ter, your article and maybe some others. This
notion that we were trying to get sanctions or

that this was a forum in which we could get
sanctions is not accurate.

What we wanted was exactly what we got,
which is a statement of unity and strong con-
demnation about the appalling treatment of
peaceful protestors postelection in Iran, as well
as some behavior that just violates basic interna-
tional norms: storming of Embassies, arresting
Embassy personnel, restrictions on journalists.
And so I think that the real story here was con-
sensus in that statement, including Russia,
which doesn’t make statements like that lightly. 

Now, there is—the other story there was the
agreement that we will reevaluate Iran’s pos-
ture towards negotiating the cessation of a nu-
clear weapons policy. We’ll evaluate that at the
G–20 meeting in September. And I think what
that does is it provides a timeframe. The inter-
national community has said, here’s a door you
can walk through that allows you to lessen ten-
sions and more fully join the international com-
munity. If Iran chooses not to walk through that
door, then you have on record the G–8, to begin
with, but, I think, potentially a lot of other
countries that are going to say we need to take
further steps. And that’s been always our prem-
ise, is that we provide that door, but we also say
we’re not going to just wait indefinitely and al-
low for the development of a nuclear weapon,
the breach of international treaties, and wake
up one day and find ourselves in a much worse
situation and unable to act.

So my hope is, is that the Iranian leadership
will look at the statement coming out of the G–
8 and recognize that world opinion is clear.

All right, thank you very much, everybody.
Arrivederci. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 2:18 p.m. in the U.S. press filing center at the
Guardia di Finanza Inspectors’ School. In his
remarks, the President referred to Prime Minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi of Italy; President Dmitry
A. Medvedev of Russia; President John Evans
Atta Mills of Ghana; Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon of the United Nations; and Prime Minis-
ter Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom. A
reporter referred to President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva of Brazil.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With President John Evans Atta Mills of
Ghana in Accra, Ghana
July 11, 2009 

President Obama. Hello, everybody.
President Mills. We, indeed, consider as

well as an honor and a privilege to have with us
President Barack Obama. We’re happy that
this is the first country that he’s visiting as U.S.
President, and we like the positive signals that
this visit is sending and will continue to send.

We want to congratulate you on the choice
of Ghana and want to tell you that this encour-
ages us also to sustain the gains that we have
made in our democratic processes. And many
Ghanaians, indeed, I can say without any fear
of contradiction that all Ghanaians want to see
you. I wish it was possible for me to send you
to every home in Ghana. [Laughter]

But, once again, welcome to your own
home, and we hope that this relationship is go-
ing to go from strength to strength, and that
this monumental visit of yours is going to be all
to the benefit of our respective people and to
Accra, Ghana.

President Obama. Well, it is a great plea-
sure to be here in Ghana, and we are grateful
for the extraordinary hospitality that’s been
shown to myself and my family and my entire
staff during our visit here. I’ll have the oppor-
tunity to address Parliament and have more
extensive remarks, as well as upon departure, I
will have the opportunity to address the Gha-
naian people more widely.

Let me just say that we wanted to make sure
to come to an African country after the G–8
and after my visit to Moscow to emphasize
that Africa is not separate from world affairs.
There’s a tendency, I think, for U.S. Presi-
dents to take a week sometime during their
term and there’s a separate visit to Africa, and
we wanted to send a message that we have a
continuing interest in Africa’s security, in Afri-

ca’s economy, in Africa’s social and political
development, because we live in an interrelat-
ed world and what happens here has an impact
everywhere. 

And coming to Ghana specifically, partly,
was prompted by the fact that I’m very famil-
iar with East Africa and I’ve been to South Af-
rica, but I have never been to a West African
country, and partly, it was to recognize the ex-
traordinary progress that has been made in
Ghana around democratic issues. 

We had—President Mills is an example of a
democratic leader who did it the right way and
continues to do it the right way, but it goes be-
yond one individual. There are a set of institu-
tions here that are sustaining democracy and
openness and participation. You have an econ-
omy that has been well managed. 

Obviously, this is a difficult time throughout
the world economically, and Ghana is no ex-
ception; it’s been impacted by the world reces-
sion. But there’s been a greater level of trans-
parency and openness. The growth strategy
here in Ghana have been ones that are actually
delivering improved standards of living for the
people.

So we think that Ghana can be an extraordi-
nary model for success throughout the conti-
nent, and we are very much looking forward to
strengthening what is already a strong friend-
ship between the United States and Ghana for
many years to come. 

So thank you, again, for your hospitality. We
are very grateful.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. in
the Presidential Palace. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at La General Hospital in Accra
July 11, 2009 

Part of the reason this is so important is
throughout Africa, the rates of both infant

mortality, but also maternal mortality is still far
too high, I mean, by a factor of—a multiple of
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